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" I AM THAT I AM : " 

An Interpretation and a Summary. 

By J. Hutchison Stirling. 

I never was, nor will be, but I Am ; 

And all that was, or will be, is but Me. 

Here is the mystery, and here the veil 

That never was by mortal man uplift. 

Attend ! — there is, and that there is, is but 

The one necessity, the eternal must : 

Matter that, starred into itself, is Form, 

And Form that, struck, even as a crystal struck, 

Is matter. Scattered so, the grains are black 

And many, but the diamond is one 

Invisible. Transparent or opaque 

The spicula, according to its turn. 

Circumference and centre are but one ; 

What is, must belly into meaning, — else 

Be blank nothing. Webs are the one of two 

That cross, and difference is identity. " 

I see myself into the universe 

Eclipsing back to me. Within myself 

I am the rich solution of myself, 

Solvent and solvend both. Yea, I am one ; 

But my own ratio fills me, which, secerned 

Apart from ,me, is no more me, but mine — 

The world ! — even externality in play ! 

One absolute proportion is the whole, 

One sole relation, whose correlatives 

Are at once the multitudinous vast 

And unity, — finite and infinite, — 

Matter and mind, — the creature and his God. 

My act is object, as the shadow held 

In pulsing of my diamond wheels. 

I am — I am — I am that I am. 

And you that come, you have my riches all 

In fee. But Externality is blind, 

Lawless in law. Be thou but me, and then 
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The steps are but the steps, slipper y their selves 
And in themselves of no account. Enjoy 
Thou me, and let my will be thine alone. 
Herein is peace divine, and the great life 

That is the all : Shakespeare and Socrates, 

And poets old, prophets and saintly priests, 
The woods, the sea, the glory of the stars, 
Man and the life of man, in streets, in fields, 
Children and the woman by the hearth — Love ! 
Nor doubt but He, Jesus of Nazareth, 
Will make thee sweet in life, and in death mine. 
Come thou to me through Him ! come thou in prayer- 
Come, when thy heart is weak and fails thee, Come ! 
Brute is the world in externality, 
And blind, still stumbling in contingency ; 
But I, even I, am Lord : I will control 
The monstrous masses as they wheel, and check 
Them there, and smooth the pillow for thy head, — 
Make thou thyself but mine — but me — in Prayer ! 



OF THE DOGMATIC PEOOFS OF THE IMMORTALITY 
OF THE HUMAN SOUL. 

Translated from the German of Karl Friedricb. Goeschel, by T. K. Vickhoy. 

Hitherto we have examined the historical traditional proofB 
for immortality, and have seen how they are developed from one 
another and follow one upon another. From step to step we 
have seen how they complete and fulfil, transform and penetrate 
the conception underlying them as a ground, and at the same 
time complete and perfect it and raise it to an adequate form. In 
order to point out in a word the progress of this proof, according 
to its growing content, it can be said that it advances from the 



